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This weekly report reviews the legal dynamics of the Palestine question, and everything related to 
international law and Palestine. The report includes an account of the most important publications, 
activities, and conferences related to Palestine at the local, regional, international levels. The report 
further covers decisions, decrees, and judicial orders affecting the Palestinian cause, whether made at the 
official, academic or public levels. The report aims to be a reference for monitoring, documenting, and 
archiving the latest human rights developments related to Palestine, and to present them to individuals, 
researchers, study centers, and official, academic, and legal institutions concerned. 

Judicial decrees, decisions, positions, and orders issued by official Palestinian bodies 

● The Palestinian Ministry of Foreign Affairs warned of the consequences of the Israeli occupation 
government's approval of the "land settlement" decision in Area C of the occupied West Bank. It 
described the move as part of an ongoing campaign of genocide and forced displacement against the 
Palestinian people, and as a repeated affront to international legitimacy, its resolutions, and the global 
consensus in support of the two-state solution. The Ministry called on the international community to 
address these decisions with the utmost seriousness. (13 May 2025)  
● The Palestinian National Council held the Israeli occupation responsible for committing war crimes 
and crimes against humanity, citing the bombing of the Nasser Medical Complex in Khan Younis and 
the killing of several patients and civilians, including journalist Hassan Eslayeh, as a complex war 
crime. Council President Rawhi Fattouh stated that the horrific massacre carried out by occupation 
forces in the Jabalia Camp and town in the northern Gaza Strip—along with the bombing of tents, 
displacement shelters, and homes, resulting in the deaths of more than 45 civilians—constitutes a 
dangerous escalation in the policy of genocide and ethnic cleansing. (May 13–14, 2025) 
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● The Palestinian National Library condemned the plan to Judaize the archaeological site of Sebastia, 
north of Nablus, considering it as one of the most dangerous attempts to erase Palestinian cultural 
and historical identity. It highlighted the Israeli occupation’s initiation of the so-called “Samaria 
National Park” and excavations carried out under the pretext of restoration based on fabricated 
biblical claims. The Library characterized the move as part of a broader policy of cultural replacement 
aimed at erasing the Palestinian narrative in favor of a false colonial one. It called on UNESCO and the 
international community to take urgent action to protect the site. (15 May 2025) 
 
Judicial decrees, decisions, positions, and orders issued by official Israeli bodies 

● The Israeli government has approved a land registration process in Area C of the West Bank, 
initiated by Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich. He described the move as part of a plan to expand 
settlements, assert de facto sovereignty, and eventually annex the territory. The resolution also 
invalidates any land registration by the Palestinian Authority and directs Israeli security forces to 
block such efforts. Smotrich said the plan aims to bring one million new settlers to the West Bank to 
bolster Israel’s control and prevent a Palestinian state. (May 13, 2025) 
● The right –wing Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich stated that “ "Just as we destroyed Rafah, 
Khan Yunis, and Gaza, we must destroy Bruqin and Kafr ad-Dik." In the West Bank. He added, "Bruqin 
and Kafr ad-Dik should look like Shujaiya and Tel al-Sultan in the Gaza Strip." (May 15, 2025) 
● The Israeli military has announced the launch of the initial stages of a major offensive in the Gaza 
Strip, named “Gideon’s Chariots.” Over the past 24 hours, Israel has carried out extensive airstrikes 
and mobilized forces to seize strategic areas in Gaza, marking a significant escalation of its military 
campaign. According to Israeli officials, the operation’s stated objectives include securing the release 
of hostages and defeating Hamas. They also indicated that the offensive will involve the occupation 
of Gaza, the forcible relocation of Palestinian civilians to the south, and efforts to prevent Hamas from 
accessing humanitarian aid supplies. (May 16, 2025) 
 
Judicial decrees, decisions, positions, and orders issued by Arab, European, and international bodies 
● UNRWA confirmed that after more than nine weeks of siege on Gaza, Israel continues to block the 
entry of all humanitarian aid, medical supplies, and commercial goods. The agency warned that the 
ongoing blockade is causing irreversible harm to countless lives. It noted that thousands of trucks are 

https://www.facebook.com/NLP.Palestine/posts/pfbid0AkBR12eGvC9hs5Vv1Xt3S5AVD3SUDNvP9hTppayfxnXddYEda2Mth9s9tckA9Fc7l
https://peacenow.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Cabinet-Decision-Land-Registration-110525.pdf
https://www.timesofisrael.com/cabinet-approves-west-bank-land-registration-process-to-strengthen-jewish-settlement/
https://x.com/bezalelsm/status/1922230927901786196
https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/157354
https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/157354
https://x.com/idfonline/status/1923481214931042687?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1923481214931042687%7Ctwgr%5E441aa58d27f3eeb3b51d00d84203ec51d1ff4c98%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofisrael.com%2Fliveblog_entry%2Fidf-says-it-has-launched-first-stages-of-new-major-gaza-offensive-dubbed-gideons-chariots%2F
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-says-it-has-launched-first-stages-of-new-major-gaza-offensive-dubbed-gideons-chariots/
https://x.com/UNRWA/status/1921445170886938711/photo/1


  
 

 

 

  

ready to enter Gaza and that its teams on the ground are prepared to scale up distribution. UNRWA 
described the deliberate and politically motivated starvation in Gaza as an act of absolute cruelty. 
(May 11, 2025) 
● German Foreign Minister Johann Vadewohl affirmed that the conflict in Gaza cannot be resolved 
through military means, calling for a return to serious negotiations toward a ceasefire. He stressed 
that the disarmament of Hamas is an urgent necessity and that the reconstruction of Gaza must 
proceed without the group, reaffirming that Gaza is Palestinian territory. He reiterated that a two-
state solution remains "the best chance for Israelis and Palestinians to live in peace, security, and 
dignity." However, he added that this solution “must not be hindered either by the advancement of 
illegal settlement construction [by Israel] or by the premature recognition of a Palestinian state.” (May 
11, 2025) 
● The Trump administration’s Middle East envoy, Steve Witkoff, stated during a meeting with the 
families of hostages that “the United States wants to bring the hostages home, but Israel is not willing 
to end the war,” noting that Israel is prolonging the conflict despite the need for an agreement. He 
added that there is currently a window of opportunity that he hopes Israel and all mediators will seize, 
emphasizing that Washington is pressuring all parties involved to make it happen. (May 11, 2025) 
● The Arab League renewed its condemnation of the Israeli occupation authorities’ continued 
crackdown on Palestinian media, marking the International Day of Solidarity with Palestinian Media. 
The League reiterated its call on the international community to support Palestinian media in the face 
of ongoing Israeli violations, noting that by the end of April 2025, 212 journalists had been killed and 
400 others injured. It stressed the urgent need to enforce international standards for the protection 
of journalists in armed conflict zones. (May 11, 2025) 
● The President of the Arab Parliament, H.E. Mohammed bin Ahmed Al Yamahi, sent urgent messages 
to United Nations officials, UN high commissioner of Human Rights, and UNICEF calling for immediate 
action to save Gaza’s children from starvation. He warned that they are facing systematic starvation 
and deliberate deprivation of food, water, and medical care—constituting a clear violation of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as war crimes and crimes against humanity. (May 11, 
2025) 
● Ireland’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Defence, Simon Harris, stated 
that the EU-Israel Association Agreement requires that relations be grounded in respect for human 
rights. He called for a review of the agreement, emphasizing that “these words must have real 

https://www.dw.com/en/german-fm-visits-israel-doubts-military-solution-for-gaza/a-72508606
https://www.timesofisrael.com/in-israel-german-fm-says-gaza-war-cannot-be-solved-by-military-means-urges-deal/
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-853583?utm_source=jpost.app.apple&utm_medium=share
http://www.leagueofarabstates.net/ar/news/Pages/NewsDetails.aspx?RID=5252
https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/N2315928
https://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=3231010
https://x.com/SimonHarrisTD/status/1921473075452776575
https://x.com/SimonHarrisTD/status/1921473075452776575


  
 

 

 

  

meaning,” and confirmed his intention to raise the issue with his European counterparts. The French 
Foreign Minister expressed support for reviewing the agreement and affirmed the legitimacy of the 
Netherlands’ request for an urgent review. (May 11–12, 2025) 
● UNRWA spokesperson Jonathan Fowler stated: “Calling something as ‘humanitarian’ does not 
necessarily mean it aligns with the core principles of international humanitarian law.” He added: 
“There is a global system in place to provide aid. This [supply scheme proposed by Israel] would unplug 
international humanitarian law.” (May 12, 2025) 
● The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) issued an analysis titled “Gaza Strip: Acute 
Food Insecurity Situation for 1 April – 10 May 2025 and Projection for 11 May – 30 September 2025”, 
warning of an imminent risk of famine in the Gaza Strip. The report estimates that one in five people 
will face famine conditions between May and September 2025. It also projects that approximately 
71,000 children under the age of five will suffer from acute malnutrition. The IPC stressed that the 
situation is likely to deteriorate further as military operations persist, significantly increasing the 
likelihood of famine. (12 May 2025) 
● Following the analysis issued by the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC), the World 
Health Organization (WHO), the World Food Programme (WFP), and the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) warned that the population of Gaza is at risk of famine due to the ongoing blockade 
and the lack of humanitarian aid. The organizations urged all parties to allow unimpeded humanitarian 
access to ensure that the basic needs of civilians in Gaza are met. (12 May 2025) 
● The Jordanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemned the storming of the Al-Aqsa Mosque by 
extremist groups and one of their attempts to desecrate it by bringing a sacrificial offering into one of 
its courtyards. The Ministry described the act as a dangerous precedent and a continued violation of 
the historical and legal status quo, carried out under the protection of Israeli occupation police. It 
warned of the consequences of such ongoing provocations and called on Israel to halt these practices, 
which aim to impose a temporal and spatial division of the mosque. (May 12, 2025) 
● Barcelona’s Investigative Court has summoned the captains of two vessels operated by the Danish 
shipping company Maersk—the Nexo Maersk and the Maersk Detroit—to testify as suspects in an 
investigation into the company’s involvement in arms shipments to Israel via Spanish ports. The court 
opened a preliminary inquiry following complaints from the campaign “Stop Arms Trade with Israel,” 
which said that the vessels were transporting military equipment to the Israeli army, potentially 
contributing to what the group described as a “genocide in Palestine.” (May 12, 2025) 

https://x.com/SimonHarrisTD/status/1921473078090993965
https://www.rfi.fr/en/international/20250512-france-urges-eu-to-reassess-israel-trade-partnership-over-gaza-rights-abuses
https://x.com/UNRWA/status/1922249293961768997
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1159596/
https://www.emro.who.int/media/news/people-in-gaza-starving-sick-and-dying-as-aid-blockade-continues.html
https://www.emro.who.int/media/news/people-in-gaza-starving-sick-and-dying-as-aid-blockade-continues.html
https://www.wfp.org/news/risk-famine-across-all-gaza-new-report-says?_ga=2.233790235.449667282.1747396283-513735398.1737208511
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/risk-famine-children-across-gaza-new-report-says
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/risk-famine-children-across-gaza-new-report-says
https://x.com/ForeignMinistry/status/1921978258452541594
https://www.eldiario.es/internacional/juzgado-barcelona-cita-declarar-capitanes-barcos-implicados-comercio-armas-israel_1_12289708.html


  
 

 

 

  

● Member of the European Parliament Lynn Boylan, Chair of the European Parliament’s Delegation for 
Relations with Palestine, condemned the potential escalation of Israeli operations in Gaza, the 
reported approval of a new system for delivering humanitarian aid, and the possible further forced 
displacement of Palestinians. She stated that such actions would worsen the humanitarian crisis and 
undermine efforts toward achieving lasting peace. Boylan called on the European Union and its 
member states to intensify diplomatic efforts to secure an immediate ceasefire and ensure the full 
resumption of humanitarian aid delivery. (12 May 2025) 
● UN Under-Secretary-General Tom Fletcher told the Security Council that Israel is “deliberately and 
shamelessly imposing inhumane conditions” on civilians in the occupied Palestinian territory, 
emphasizing that all 2.1 million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip are at risk of starvation. He stated that 
the United Nations has “strict mechanisms to ensure our aid reaches civilians, but Israel is denying us 
access, putting its goal of depopulating Gaza before the lives of civilians." (May 13, 2025) 
● During the Security Council session, the United Kingdom called on Israel to lift the blockade on 
humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip, warning of the imminent risk of famine threatening the 
population. (May 13, 2025) 
● Roland Friedrich, Director of UNRWA Affairs in the West Bank including East Jerusalem, reported 
that UNRWA schools in Jerusalem remain closed and empty since their forced shutdown by Israeli 
security forces. He stated that around 800 boys and girls have been denied their right to education, 
stressing that “the criminalization of education in UN schools in East Jerusalem by Israeli authorities 
is condemnable on all levels.” (May 13, 2025) 
● The Jordanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates affirmed its rejection and condemnation 
of Israel’s decision to resume the so-called "settlement of land and property rights" process, 
particularly in Area "C" of the occupied West Bank, describing the move as a blatant violation of 
international law. The Ministry called on the international community to assume its legal and moral 
responsibilities by compelling Israel to immediately halt its aggression on Gaza and its dangerous 
escalation in the occupied West Bank as well as to  provide the necessary protection for the 
Palestinian people. (May 11, 2025) 
● UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini stated that Israel’s use of humanitarian aid—
particularly food—as a tool to achieve political or military objectives in Gaza constitutes the 
“weaponization of humanitarian aid.” He affirmed: “There is absolutely no doubt that what we have 
witnessed over the past 19 months, especially in the last two, that’s a war crime.” When asked 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/statement-by-lynn-boylan-chair-of-the-de/product-details/20250512DPU40033
https://news.un.org/ar/story/2025/05/1141506
https://www.saba.ye/en/news3481172.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-calls-on-israel-to-lift-its-block-on-aid-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://x.com/GRFriedrich/status/1922302434904531034
https://x.com/GRFriedrich/status/1922302434904531034
https://petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?ID=71419&lang=en&name=en_news&cat=en_news
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx27dzv7znpo


  
 

 

 

  

whether the situation could amount to genocide, he replied: It could end up to genocide. There are 
many elements which could go in this direction." (May 13, 2025) 
● Members of the majority coalition in Belgium’s federal parliament reached an agreement on a draft 
resolution regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The resolution calls for the immediate release of 
hostages and the unobstructed access to humanitarian aid. It also supports the conditional 
recognition of the State of Palestine within the framework of a two-state solution, urges the 
government to back an international conference for mutual recognition of Israel and Palestine, 
endorses support to the International Criminal Court—including the implementation of arrest 
warrants—and calls for stricter measures against West Bank settlers as well as a “critical 
reassessment” of EU-Israel relations. (May 13, 2025) 
● The UN Human Rights Office in the Occupied Palestinian Territory expressed deep concern over the 
Israeli Security Cabinet’s decision to resume land registration procedures in Area C of the occupied 
West Bank—a process that had been suspended since 1968. The Office stated that the move 
constitutes an illegal exercise of sovereignty in occupied territory and aims to consolidate land 
ownership in favor of Israeli settlers. It warned that such actions lead to the confiscation of Palestinian 
land and property and further entrench the policy of forcibly transferring the Palestinian population. 
(13 May 2025) 
● Germany’s new Chancellor, Friedrich Merz, urged all parties to avert a “famine” in Gaza, stating 
before parliament that while Germany stands with Israel, it also expects increased efforts to deliver 
humanitarian aid to the population in Gaza. He expressed hope for “successful negotiations for a 
ceasefire and the release of hostages,” including German nationals. (14 May 2025) 
● Canada’s new Foreign Minister, Anita Anand, stated that Israel is using food as a political tool in its 
operations in Gaza, calling the practice “completely unacceptable.” She noted that over  50,000 people 
have been killed “as a result of the aggression caused against Palestinians” and called for renewed 
efforts to reach a ceasefire agreement with Hamas. (14 May 2025) 
● British Minister of State for the Middle East, Hamish Falconer, said that Israel’s denial of aid is 
“appalling”, pointing to tonnes of food are currently sitting rotting at the Gaza-Israel border, blocked 
from reaching people who are starving. He further noted statements by Israeli Ministers who admitted 
that Israel’s decision to block aid is a pressure lever, describing this behavior as “cruel and 
indefensible”. Falconer added that the United Kingdom, in cooperation with its allies, demands that 
the aid ban be lifted immediately. (May 14, 2025) 

https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/1577642/belgiums-coalition-parties-reach-agreement-on-resolution-on-the-middle-east
https://palestine.un.org/en/294287-israeli-security-cabinet%E2%80%99s-decision-resume-land-registration-area-c-occupied-west-bank?afd_azwaf_tok=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiJ9.eyJhdWQiOiJwYWxlc3RpbmUudW4ub3JnIiwiZXhwIjoxNzQ3NTU1NTQ2LCJpYXQiOjE3NDc1NTU1MzYsImlzcyI6InRpZXIxLTVmNjc3ZDU3NGItaDRnNWsiLCJzdWIiOiIyMTIuMTE4LjMwLjEzMCIsImRhdGEiOnsidHlwZSI6Imlzc3VlZCIsInJlZiI6IjIwMjUwNTE4VDA4MDUzNlotMTVmNjc3ZDU3NGJoNGc1a2hDMUZSQWtnOXMwMDAwMDAwdjVnMDAwMDAwMDBicjd0IiwiYiI6IjVickxLcEZXYmhyMEZsRmx6eTRfRVEzTjZLZUlZOXA3SW9HTUhBNWxneU0iLCJoIjoiRU00RkZRTmRsTmJReE5NOExIN1ZPLUpKSW9OR0ZKa0I4ZktRcUpaRXNBQSJ9fQ.GHP0qPahaRibCyfdCUs9z4wWyemo8_Hb4PNn21Uu9Hl7-JW_xmRpQR9dQPrjgYUCHH-WcYVpcLyHb-DCXT96L4shM0hpA5B8v3xJ3r0c5skNuYTf4WYErr9J7k_C8_J18HKh4HQ0Z8NWxMSxqdhP7ndk5m-rNS8GpdVGjqbmC_yjbuAInU-EGIMGW2L4PsbDLSN_EO2rjpK5jS85DvESUUvNf24hzMxsmaC1jUUciVj2lA7HLDtWM3__BUIXj5UH5eTgI05As5TwsPKRejzC86LUWnypuXuYG5WV1I-LsJ0e7Ak18IYb2lH57nJvT4HELzI1P7ELDv6xgaO1rAyUjw.WF3obl2IDtqgvMFRqVdYkD5s
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/merz-urges-quick-steps-to-avert-gaza-famine-stresses-german-backing-for-israel/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/new-canadian-fm-accuses-israel-of-using-food-as-a-political-tool-in-gaza/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2025-05-14/debates/D0220F25-5BED-4AAF-9E15-0CDE142FCB47/details


  
 

 

 

  

● The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) issued a report on 
the latest developments in the humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, confirming 
the continuation of displacement orders and ongoing shelling, including bombings targeting tents, 
hospitals, and schools. These actions have led to rising numbers of casualties, widespread 
displacement, and extreme levels of deprivation across the Gaza Strip. In a briefing to the Security 
Council, the head of UN relief operations, Tom Fletcher, called for decisive action to prevent genocide 
in Gaza. (14 May 2025 
● French President Emmanuel Macron described the shortage of water and medicine and the 
obstruction of medical evacuations in Gaza as "terrible." He stated that Israel’s announcement of a 
large-scale operation aimed at the permanent occupation of Gaza falls entirely outside the bounds of 
international law. Macron also indicated the possibility of reconsidering the EU-Israel Association 
Agreement and voiced his support for the Dutch proposal in this regard. (May 14, 2025) 
● The Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs expressed grave concern over the humanitarian tragedy in the 
Gaza Strip and the escalating risk of famine. It stressed that Israel must immediately lift the blockade 
and allow the urgent delivery of humanitarian aid, in line with international humanitarian law and 
established humanitarian principles. The Ministry reiterated its call for an immediate ceasefire and 
the release of all hostages. (May 15, 2025) 
● The Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly condemned the Israeli occupation forces’ continued 
military escalation against defenseless civilians in the Gaza Strip, including the targeting of the 
European Hospital in Khan Yunis. The Ministry affirmed its unequivocal rejection of what it described 
as ongoing genocidal crimes committed by Israel. The Jordanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs also 
condemned the targeting and complete shutdown of the European Hospital, describing it as a flagrant 
violation of international law. (May 15, 2025) 
● UNRWA stated that 77 years after the 1948 Nakba—which led to the displacement of over 700,000 
Palestinians from their towns and villages—Palestinians continue to face the same fate of forced 
displacement. The agency noted that since the start of the war in Gaza, approximately 90% of the 
population has been uprooted from their homes, with many forced to flee more than ten times. This, 
UNRWA said, paints a tragic picture of continued Palestinian suffering, generation after generation. 
● The Arab League strongly condemned the ongoing Israeli crimes and violations against the 
Palestinian people, which intensified on the 77th anniversary of the Nakba. The League stressed that 
the killing, displacement, and systematic destruction of infrastructure facing Palestinians today is a 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-update-288-gaza-strip
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/politics/article/2025/05/14/macron-judges-netanyahu-s-gaza-policy-unacceptable_6741267_5.html
https://x.com/SwissMFA/status/1922965655768203296
https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/N2319235
https://x.com/ForeignMinistry/status/1923364544719503368
https://x.com/UNRWA/status/1922894720931348778
https://qna.org.qa/en/News-Area/News/2025-5/16/arab-league-says-gaza-forced-displacement-more-brutal-than-nakba


  
 

 

 

  

continuation of the same catastrophe, unfolding under the eyes of the international community, amid 
troubling silence and the complicity of some major powers. (May 15, 2025) 
● World Health Organization Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus confirmed that the 
European Gaza Hospital is no longer operational following a severe attack on May 13, which left the 
facility heavily damaged and inaccessible. He stated that an international emergency medical team 
had arrived shortly after the attack and transferred its operations to Nasser Medical Complex, which 
continued functioning despite the ongoing attack. Tedros noted that a strike occurred near the 
hospital just prior to the team’s arrival, posing a serious threat to their safety. (May 15, 2025) 
● Olga Cherevko, spokesperson for the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
in Gaza, said that the closure of all crossings into the Gaza Strip for over two and a half months has had 
a devastating effect on the population. She condemned the total blockade as completely 
unacceptable, deliberate, and in urgent need of an end. (May 15, 2025) 
● UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Türk warned that the sharp escalation in Gaza, 
including Israeli airstrikes on hospitals, has further exacerbated an already dire humanitarian crisis. 
He stated that the recent bombings appear to be part of a broader effort to bring about a permanent 
demographic shift in Gaza—an act that defies international law and may amount to ethnic cleansing. 
Türk emphasized that attacks on medical facilities, including those on the Nasser Medical Complex 
and the European Gaza Hospital, constitute grave violations. He reiterated that international 
humanitarian law mandates the protection of hospitals, even if they are used for military purposes. 
(May 16, 2025)  
● The European leaders of Spain, Norway, Iceland, Ireland, Luxembourg, Malta, and Slovenia issued a 
joint statement stating: “We will not be silent in front of the man-made humanitarian catastrophe 
that is taking place before our eyes in Gaza." They called on the Israeli government to immediately 
reverse its current policies and urged all parties to urgently and sincerely engage in ceasefire 
negotiations and the release of all hostages. The leaders also strongly condemned the escalating 
violence in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, including settler attacks, settlement illegal expansion, 
and intensified military operations. They firmly rejected any form of forced displacement or expulsion, 
emphasizing that such acts are violations of international law. The leaders declared their collective 
responsibility to act to halt the ongoing devastation. (May 16, 2025). 
● UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa, Edouard Beigbeder, reported that 
at least 45 children have been killed in Gaza over the past two days. He highlighted the immense 

https://x.com/DrTedros/status/1923081632237617512
https://news.un.org/ar/story/2025/05/1141556
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/05/turk-deplores-gaza-escalation-pleads-global-action-stop-more-killings
https://gouvernement.lu/dam-assets/images-documents/actualites/2025/05/16-frieden-joint-statement/joint-statement-on-palestine.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-regional-director-middle-east-and-north-africa-edouard-beigbeder-2


  
 

 

 

  

suffering of children in the territory, who face starvation and indiscriminate attacks. Beigbeder 
stressed that the rights of children in Gaza are being gravely violated daily and called for strict 
adherence to international humanitarian law and the urgent, unimpeded delivery of humanitarian aid. 
(May 16, 2025) 

Publications of human rights NGOs 
● In recognition of the third anniversary of the martyrdom of Palestinian journalist Shireen Abu Aqla, 
the Human Rights and Democracy Media Center (SHAMS) stressed that her assassination represents 
a full-fledged crime and pointed to the occupation’s policy of impunity, as evidenced by its rejection of 
independent and transparent investigations. The Centre called on the International Criminal Court to 
open an investigation into her assassination. (May 11, 2025) 
● Save the Children stated that more than 93% of children in Gaza—around 930,000—are at critical 
risk of famine due to the comprehensive Israeli siege and renewed fighting. The organization noted 
that families have been forced to take unimaginable measures to survive, including eating animal feed, 
expired flour, and flour mixed with sand. It stressed that starvation as a method of warfare is strictly 
prohibited under international law and constitutes a war crime, holding the occupation responsible for 
the escalating humanitarian catastrophe. (May 12, 2025) 
● The President of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Mirjana Spoljaric, affirmed 
that the humanitarian crisis in Gaza has reached catastrophic levels. She called for the immediate and 
unhindered passage of humanitarian aid in accordance with international humanitarian law. The ICRC 
also renewed its call to be granted access to Palestinian detainees in Israeli prisons. (May 12, 2025) 
● The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR) issued a report documenting Israel’s systematic 
use of torture and inhumane treatment against Palestinian detainees from the Gaza Strip since the 
onset of the genocidal war on October 7, 2023. The report highlights arbitrary mass arrests from 
homes, hospitals, and shelters, as well as the detention of civilians under inhumane conditions, 
including brutal beatings, electric shocks, and sexual violence. PCHR called on states to enforce 
international law, investigate crimes of genocide and torture under universal jurisdiction, and demand 
unhindered international access to places of detention, along with the release of those arbitrarily 
detained. (May 12, 2025) 
● The Israeli NGO "Peace Now" stated that the Israeli government's decision to register land in Area 
C of the West Bank constitutes a massive land grab from Palestinians. The registration process would 

https://www.facebook.com/SHAMS.Pal/posts/pfbid022bxD7J581rZ4XhMtNfmoNj5RnuZV2TrrCUTwko5J4fMt1Fx8HeJ2hUnvjjo9TETdl
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/gaza-nearly-every-single-child-risk-famine-save-children
https://www.icrc.org/en/news-release/israel-and-occupied-territories-icrc-facilitates-hostage-release-calls-for-renewed-ceasefire-agreement
https://www.icrc.org/en/news-release/israel-and-occupied-territories-icrc-facilitates-hostage-release-calls-for-renewed-ceasefire-agreement
https://pchrgaza.org/pchr-releases-report-on-torture-and-genocide-against-palestinians-from-gaza/
https://peacenow.org.il/en/cabinet-decision-land-registration


  
 

 

 

  

result in transferring ownership of the vast majority of Area C to the state, effectively depriving 
Palestinians of their land rights. The organization emphasized that international law prohibits land 
registration in occupied territories, and that Israel itself had banned such registration after 1967. 
Peace Now warned that this move represents a step toward the full annexation of the West Bank. 
(May 12, 2025) 
● Amnesty International stated that Israel must immediately lift its devastating siege on the Gaza 
Strip, stressing that the blockade constitutes an act of genocide and collective punishment. The 
organization emphasized that the situation in Gaza reflects a deliberate intent to harm the population 
by depriving them of food, water, and medicine. (May 13, 2025) 
● Gerry Liston, Founder and Legal Officer at the Global Legal Action Network, testified before the UK 
High Court that Gaza is experiencing an ongoing genocide. He urged the UK government to halt arms 
exports to Israel, emphasizing that by providing military support, the UK is complicit in the crime of 
genocide. (13 May 2025) 
● Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders) warned that the US-Israel proposal to control 
the distribution of supplies in Gaza, under the guise of humanitarian aid, raises serious humanitarian, 
ethical, security, and legal concerns. Making aid conditional on forced displacement and population 
vetting, the organization stated, is yet another tool in the ongoing campaign of ethnic cleansing 
against the Palestinian people. MSF firmly rejects and condemns any plan that further limits the 
availability of aid and subjugates it to Israeli military objectives. The organization stressed that 
obstructing humanitarian aid is a direct violation of UN Security Council Resolution 2720, which 
mandates the unimpeded delivery of humanitarian assistance to civilians. (May 14, 2025) 
● In an interview published by NRC Journal, seven renowned genocide scholars from six countries 
unanimously described Israel’s actions in Gaza as “genocide” or “genocidal violence.” They stated that 
nearly all of their colleagues agree, and noted that the International Court of Justice has acknowledged 
this as “plausible.” The researchers—including Holocaust scholar Uğur Ümit Üngör from the University 
of Amsterdam and the National Institute for Genocide Studies—emphasized that Israeli policies such 
as indiscriminate bombing, systematic deprivation of food, water, and medicine, destruction of 
hospitals and homes, and forced displacement collectively meet the criteria of “intent” as defined in 
the 1948 United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. (May 
14, 2025) 

https://x.com/amnesty/status/1922287825438851221
https://www.glanlaw.org/single-post/glan-statement-at-high-court
https://www.msf.org/ar/%D8%A3%D8%B7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%A7-%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%83%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AB%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%BA%D8%B2%D8%A9
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2025/05/14/zeven-gerenommeerde-wetenschappers-vrijwel-eensgezind-israel-pleegt-in-gaza-genocide-a4893293


  
 

 

 

  

● The Palestinian Journalists Syndicate held the Israeli occupation fully responsible for the killing of 
journalist Ahmad Anwar Al-Helou, a correspondent for Quds News Network, and his brother 
Mohammad Al-Helou, in a brutal airstrike that targeted northwest Khan Younis. The Syndicate 
affirmed that the continued targeting and cold-blooded killing of journalists reflects a systematic 
policy aimed at silencing the truth and erasing the Palestinian narrative. It called on international 
organizations, the United Nations, and both the Arab and International Federations of Journalists to 
take urgent and decisive action to halt the ongoing massacres against journalists. (May 15, 2025) 
● The Commission of Detainees Affairs, the Palestinian Prisoners Society, and Addameer Prisoner 
Support and Human Rights Association held the Israeli occupation fully responsible under 
international law for the deaths of three detainees from the Gaza Strip. They affirmed that this crime 
is part of a broader pattern of genocide, torture, starvation, medical negligence, and sexual assault—
acts that constitute war crimes and crimes against humanity. The organizations called on 
international human rights bodies to launch an impartial investigation into the killings of prisoners and 
detainees. (May 15, 2025) 
● Human Rights Watch stated that the Israeli government’s plan to demolish what remains of Gaza’s 
civilian infrastructure and forcibly concentrate the Palestinian population into a confined area 
amounts to a grave escalation of its ongoing crimes—namely, crimes against humanity, ethnic 
cleansing, and genocide. The organization urged major world powers—particularly the United States, 
France, the United Kingdom, and the European Union—to halt weapons sales, military assistance, and 
diplomatic support to Israel. It also called for targeted sanctions against Israeli officials and a review 
of bilateral agreements. (May 15, 2025) 
● Marking the 77th anniversary of the Nakba, Amnesty International stated that for over seven 
decades, Israel has denied Palestinians their right to return home, in blatant violation of international 
law and UN resolutions. The organization emphasized that the Nakba has not ended, but continues to 
this day, and called for an end to the genocide in Gaza and the unlawful occupation of Palestinian 
territory. (May 15, 2025) 
● The US-backed Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF) announced that it will begin aid distribution 
operations in the enclave by the end of May 2025, following Israel’s agreement to temporarily lift the 
blockade and allow transitional aid to enter through existing mechanisms. This arrangement will 
remain in place until the Foundation completes the establishment of safe distribution sites 

https://pjs.ps/ar/page-3329.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawKSy-pleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHjAtBROHv7JWLP8A6qgO9r-XylfZIZprOu-SBtvJm4EG-8tTzN4naCzlH6xW_aem_XqrEnjICTPmJHvIUdhCUyA
https://www.addameer.org/news/5563
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1134554665370554&id=100064480940785&_rdr
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/05/15/gaza-latest-israeli-plan-inches-closer-extermination
https://x.com/amnesty/status/1923045716298997813
https://www.timesofisrael.com/new-aid-group-well-start-gaza-operations-by-june-israel-to-lift-blockade-in-interim/


  
 

 

 

  

throughout the Strip, expanding beyond the current four southern locations. The Foundation stated 
that it aims to secure 300 million meals within the first 90 days. (May 15, 2025)  
 
Research and academic studies (in Arabic and English): 
● The International Law Review: An Academic Journal has published a research paper by scholars 
Mahshid Ajeli Lahiji and Mahnaz Rashidi titled "From the Right to Self-Determination to Statehood of 
Palestine: The Approaches of the 2024 Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice." (2025).  
 
Opinion Pieces and features   
● Archit Mehta published an article titled: “Israeli Officials' October 2023 Rhetoric Exhibits    
Genocidal Intent, Findings from my independent study at Georgetown University.” 
● The Guardian published an editorial titled: "The Guardian view on Israel and Gaza: Trump can stop 
this horror. The alternative is unthinkable" (May 11, 2025) 
● Arab News published an opinion article by Ramzy Baroud titled: "How Israel’s narrative collides with 
the carnage in Gaza ." (May 12, 2025) 
● Consortium News published an analytical article by Joe Lauria titled: "Medhurst Case: Test of a 
Turning Tide on Gaza ." (May 12, 2025) 
● PassBlue published an article by Jessica Le Masurier and Damilola Banjo titled: “Weaponizing Aid’: 
New Plan Calls for Private Contractors to Take Over From UN in Gaza” (12 May 2025) 
● BNNVARA published an opinion article by Jaap Hamburger titled: "Holocaust Denial Is Punishable, 
Nakba Denial Is Not: Why?" (May 13, 2025) 
● Arab News published an op-ed by Osama Al-Sharif titled: “Netanyahu has become Israel’s biggest 
liability.” (May 14, 2025) 
● Anadolu Ajansi Published an op-ed by Mutaz M. Qafisheh and   Manal Radaydeh titled:” Starvation 
as a weapon of war in Gaza.” (May 14, 2025) 
● Haaretz published an op-ed by Gideon Levy titled: “Israel’s New Gaza Operation Should Be Called 
'Chariots of Genocide.” (May 14, 2025) 
● The New Republic published an article by Yousef Munayyer titled: “Trump Has Big Mideast Goals, 
and He Knows the Obstacle Is Netanyahu.” (May 14, 2025) 
● The Guardian published an op-ed by Ahmad Ibsais titled: “Israel is annihilating Palestinian children. 
Amer Rabea was one of them.” (May 14, 2025) 
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● Middle East Eye published an opinion piece by Soumaya Ghannoushi titled: "As Trump basks in Gulf 
Arab applause, Israel massacres children in Gaza.” (14 May 2025) 
● The Guardian published an analytical article by Jason Burke titled: "Israel’s ‘no hunger in Gaza’ 
narrative flies in face of obvious evidence." (May 14, 2025) 
● The Guardian published an opinion article by Sandra L. Babcock, Susan M. Akram, Thomas Becker, 
and James Cavallaro titled: "We are human rights lawyers. Our new report is clear: Israel perpetrates 
apartheid." (May 15, 2025) 
 
Legal Achievements/Impacts for Palestine 
● Norway's sovereign wealth fund announced that it has divested all of its shares in Israel's Paz Retail 
and Energy (PAZ.TA) due to the company's ownership and operation of infrastructure supplying fuel 
to Israeli settlements in the occupied West Bank. The decision follows the fund's Ethics Board 
adoption in August of stricter ethical standards concerning companies involved in Israeli operations in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. (May 12, 2025) 

Human rights conferences and events 

● AL-Haq Organization announced the launch of its Genocide Legal Brief Series, aimed at examining 
different elements of the crime of genocide as a legal toolkit for practitioners working on Israel’s 
genocide against the Palestinian people. The first brief in the series is titled Legal Brief I: Special Intent 
(Dolus Specialis) Required to Classify Acts as Genocide. (May 12, 2025) 
● More than 500 Palestinian and international human rights organizations, including Law for 
Palestine, have launched an urgent and unified appeal to confront the famine in Gaza. They called for 
the immediate organization and launch of a global humanitarian diplomatic convoy to Gaza through 
the Rafah crossing. The organizations stressed the necessity for countries to join the effort by sending 
official diplomatic missions to accompany the aid trucks, and affirmed their rejection of Israel’s 
politicization of humanitarian aid. They called for coordination with the United Nations and the 
Egyptian government to facilitate the convoy’s entry, and urged international media to accompany it. 
They warned that failure to act will lead to mass deaths and further undermine the international legal 
system. (May 12, 2025) 
● A number of international lawyers and legal scholars and practitioners issued an Urgent Legal Call 
to support the launch of a diplomatic humanitarian convoy to break the siege of Gaza. The signatories 
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considered the situation a one of forced deprivation, collective punishment, and the weaponization of 
humanitarian aid. 
● The United Nations commemorated the 77th anniversary of the Nakba at its headquarters in New 
York. The Assistant Secretary-General Khaled Khiari emphasized that the suffering of the Palestinian 
people, caused by generations of displacement and dispossession, serves as a stark reminder that the 
root causes of the conflict remain unresolved. He stressed the urgent need for action to end the 
occupation and achieve a two-state solution. (15 May 2025) 
 

https://news.un.org/ar/story/2025/05/1141546

